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CM launches 1st Batch Trainees of SIHM
Manipur, interacts with trainees of ITES

IT News
Imphal, Sept 23:

Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh maintained that Manipur
is going forward in every field
of development and no one can
deny it. With access to ad-
vanced technology, we can
now see what is happening in
different parts of the world and
as such we should put all ef-
forts to bring up Manipur in the
world platform, he added.

The Chief Minister was ad-
dressing the gathering at the

[ First Batch of Trainees

launch programme of the
1st Batch Trainees of the State
Institute of Hotel Manage-
ment, Catering Technology
and Applied Nutrition (STHM),
Manipur and Interaction of
Chief Minister, Manipur
through video conferencing
with trainees of “Industry Link
Training Programme of 2000
Trainees for ITES” held at City
Convention Centre today. The
programme was organized by
the Department of Tourism and
Department of Information &
Technology, Government of

Manipur.

Continuing his speech, N.
Biren Singh stated that the
State’s future lies in the tour-
ism sector and so the State
Government has been putting
in every effort to bring posi-
tive change in the State. Men-
tioning that the State’s scenic
beauty, its climate and the de-
cency of people are praised by
many tourists, he added that
the State Government has
started developing many tour-
ist spots including Sangai Eth-
nic Park at Moirang Khunou,

Loktak Lake, INA Memorial
and the 120 feet tall Sagol
Kangjei statue at Marjing. Ap-
prising the idea of Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi to let
the world know what we are,
N. Biren stressed the need to
promote our own culture and
traditions.

Speaking on the recent lift-
ing of prohibition on sale and
consumption of liquor from
the State, the Chief Minister
stated that the Cabinet deci-
sion was taken after holding
thorough discussion and tak-
ing recommendation from
committees formed earlier in
this regard. Elaborating on the
matter he stated that some
communities have been pro-

ducing local liquor as part of

their custom and as such the
Government hadn’t been able
to ban such production.
Therefore, a team from outside
the State had been engaged
to check the process of the
production in such places and
to bring up to a certain level
of standard so that the liquors
could be exported outside the
State.

contd. on page 4

3rd District Hill Leaders’ Day
&Meeyamgl Numit held at Parbung

IT News
Pherzawl, Sept 23:

To ensure wider coverage
and its commitment towards
rendering yeoman service to the
people, the District Administra-
tion, Pherzawl organised the 3rd
District Hill Leaders’ Day &
Meeyamgi Numitat Community
Hall, Parbung about 30.4 km
away from the District Head-
quarter. SP Pherzawl A.
Ghaneshyam Sharma, MPS; Ch.
Sachi, ADC Pherzawl;
Lunzamung Tungnung, Addl.
SP Pherzawl; I. Dinesh Kumar
Singh, MCS, SDO/BDO
(Tipaimukh & Vangai) and other
DLOs led by the DC interacted
with the people to ensure that
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the grievances of the people
were addressed.

Observing the event with
active participation of Church
Leaders, Village Chief/Chair-
man, CSOs, and the general
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Deputy Commissioner of
Pherzawl stresses that the
3rdMeeyamgiNumit will be fo-
cused mainly on enrollment
asthe grievances are related to

old age pension schemes,
CMHT cards and Aadhaar
Cards. Extending all necessary
assistance from the Govern-
ment, he assured the public the
DC, SP & SDO will work and
function from the District Head-
quarter for a whole week once
in amonth.

The Deputy Commissioner
of Pherzawl distributed NFSA
Ration Cards to seventeen ben-
eficiaries. He also distributed
free Text Books and School
Uniforms along withsprayers &
insecticides at subsidized
rates.Altogether 3 applications
pertaining to various issues and
other developmental works
were received today.

contd. on page 4

RPF clarifies misreport in connection with

IT News
Imphal, Sept 23:

A statement by the pro-
scribed group Revolutionary
People’s Front (RPF) expressed
Serious concern over some me-
dia report in connection with
the September 17 incident at
which three cadres of its army
wing PLA were ambushed and
killed by Indian Security
forces. Cadres of PLA identi-
fied as Captain Lucky, Captain
Sanjit and Captain Ayangba
were ambushed by Indian se-
curity at a place in Kamjong
district, the RPF statement is-
sued by Roben Khuman,
Deputy Secretary, Publicity
RPF said.

The statement said that
some media reported the inci-
dent stating that the three PLA
cadres were killed in an am-

September 17 ambush

bushed by other armed rebel
group of the region. However,
the RPF statement said that the
ambush was conducted by
hostile mercenary groomed by
the 21 Para and 5 AR of the In-
dian Army. The ambush was a
continuing activity of the In-
dian army to suppress the free-
dom struggle it added.

The RPF statement said
that the Indian regime have
been making all effort openly
to create enmity among the
various communities of the re-
gion which has been living to-
gether to suppress the armed
revolutionary struggle through
its various agencies. The main
priority of the Indian regime is
to create enmity among the
various communities. Let the
community fight among them-
selves and rule is the policy of
any colonial regime, the RPF

said.

Manipur is a state which is
inhabited by different commu-
nities , where people of major-
ity community treat the people
of minority communities with
love and respect. Not only dur-
ing the reign of King but after
getting freedom from the
clutches of the British empire
and right upto the merging into
the Union of India, communi-
ties from the hill and valley
have equally took part in the
administration of the state. But
after the merging of Manipur
into the Union of India, a di-
vide and rule policy among the
different communities of the
state can be seen, implemented
by India. Manipur has a com-
posite historyand the freedom
struggle is also composite.
Knowing this, the Indian gov-
ernment has repeatedly drive a

wedge among the different
communities of the state in or-
der to slow down the freedom
struggle. This ridiculous atti-
tude and action of the India
government is getting clear to
the people of the state with
each day and will not succeed
by any means.

RPF take seriously those
organizations and individuals
who are entrapped in this ac-
tion of the Indian Government
and consider them as devoid
of respect for their forefathers
and their roots. RPF respects
each and every fellow revolu-
tionaries of the state and are
happy that the same respect is
given to RPF by the other revo-
lutionaries of the state. And ap-
peals to stand united against
any action by the Indian gov-
ernment and work towards in
achieving freedom of the state.

Minister Biswayjit attends 2 Days
National Conference at Gujarat

IT News
Imphal, Sept 23:

Manipur Forest, Environ-
ment and Climate Change,
Thongam Bishwajit Singh,
MLA Usham Deven along
with Additional Chief Secre-
tary (Forests, Environment
and Climate Change) M H
Khan, Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forest Dr Aditya
Joshi and Joint Director (Envi-
ronment and Climate Change)
Dr T Dr Brajakumar are attend-
ing the two days National Con-
ference of Ministers of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Climate
Change at Statue of Unity, Ekta
Nagar, Gujarat on September
23-24,2022. Prime Minister of
India Narendra Modi inaugu-
rated the conference through

online. Union Minister (For-
ests, Environment and Climate
Change), India Bhupender
Yadav and State Minister For
Environment and Climate
Change, India, were also in the
conference for full session.

During the conference,
Minister Biswajit expressed
about State Action Plan on
Climate Change version 2
which is to be released as state
policy document in near fu-
ture.

Minister Nemcha Kipgen makes
a clarion call for development
through cooperatlves
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IT News
Imphal, Sept 23:

Minister for Cooperation,
Nemcha Kipgen while high-
lighting that Manipur has over
12,000 Cooperative Societies,
makes a clarion call for devel-
opment in the state by
strengthening the cooperative
sector.

This was stated by the
Minister while attending the
inaugural function of
Bharathimanass Agriculture

Co-operative  Ltd. &
Bharathimanass Labour and
Construction Co-operative
Ltd., (MSCS, Govt of India)
held today at Imphal Peace
Museum, Maibam Lotpa
Ching.

Minister Smt Nemcha in-
formed the gatherings that the
State Government continues
to strive for the improvement
of the Cooperative scenario of
the State. Proposals have al-
ready been submitted for the
Scheme of Integrated Coop-

erative Development Project
(I.C.D.P.) to the National Co-
operative Development Cor-
poration (NCDC). The I.C.D.P.
scheme was introduced for de-
velopment of the district
through Cooperative efforts in
the area of agriculture and al-
lied sectors like Fishery, Poul-
try, Handloom, Rural Indus-
tries, Livestock, and Consum-
ers etc. She urged all the co-
operative societies in the state
to work with sheer dedication
and sincerity for successful
implementation of the
schemes.

Nemcha further appealed
all to join hands to make
Manipur, amodel Cooperative
State with an objective to im-
prove the economy of the
State through cooperative
sectors.

Registrar of Cooperative,
A. Valentina and concerned
officials also attended the
function.

Ayushman

IT News
Imphal, Sept 23:

On the completion of 4-
years of Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB-PMJAY), the
Jiribam District Administration
celebrated Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB-PMJAY) today at
Deputy Commissioner Office,
Chingdong Leikai, Jiribam.

The programme was
graced by Kh. Janaki Devi,
Adhyaksha, Jiribam Zilla
Parishad; W. Malemnganba
Chenglei, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Jiribam and E. Okendro
Singh, Chief Medical Officer,
Jiribam as a Chief Guest, Presi-
dent and Guest of honour re-
spectively.

During the programme
prizes for painting and slogan
competition for junior and in-
termediate category which was
held on September 21 in con-
nection with the celebration of
4 years anniversary of

Bharat Diwas observed

R .
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY) has been distributed
to the first,second and third
position holders students.

‘W. Malemnganba Chenglei
(IAS), Deputy Commissioner,
Jiribam highlighted about the
importance of insurance under
the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMIAY).

He also added, the scheme
was envisaged under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, with a focus to
provide free access to health in-

surance to the low-income
group in the country.

Onthe speech of Chief Guest
Kh. Janaki Devi, Adhyaksha
Jiribam Zilla Parishad said Jiribam
District is a place which is mainly
dominated by below poverty line
people. In such a place CMHT
and PMJAY card is very essen-
tial and helpful to the people for
health benefits. Such benefits of
the PMJAY and CMHT card
need to bring awareness among
the people of Jiribam by the
elected members and officials of
Jiribam District.

contd. on page 4
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Manipur Education and
Manipur Leadership

By: Amar Yumnam

There was a recent flutter when the Minister looking after Education in
Manipur uttered about the impossibility of recovery and reforms in the most
important social sector, which Education is. What I see in this is a warning to
all those who have been putting constant pressure on him and behaving
almost like obstinate constraints to his endeavours to do something signifi-
cant for the sector. One prominent manifestation of his statement is that he
has already applied his mind on the issues plaquing the school education
sector. This is what Manipur needs today. We also need an Educated person
to lead this sector. This is where the present Education Manipur is the one we
look up to for leaving a legacy behind in the education sector. Manipur today
unavoidably needs something here.

Education is both a process and a product. This process aims to result
into something good for the future. This process has to yield results at the
individual levels whose benefits the society would collectively harvest. Fur-
ther though the process has to work through individuals, the efforts have to
be provided at the collective level with none leaving out. It has to create
responsible citizens. This criss-crossing between the private and the public
certainly needs particular attention to be provided to the parochial elements
in a place like Manipur. Now this imperative to attend to the contextual (Manipur
cannot as yet think of attending to the global needs) needs necessarily gen-
erates political agents who are more committed to manufacturing citizens to
attend to his needs rather than the democratic citizens as outputs of the
education. These political agents intending to manufacture citizens must
have put maximum pressure on the EducationMinisterand hence his recent
wager.

Let us remind ourselves that Education is something which needs con-
stant efforts being maintained and it is never a once in a while endeavour.
Introducing the perception of Plato in his Republic, Robin Barrow (1975)
writes in Plato, Utilitarianism and Education: “What is particularly impor-
tant aboutPlato is his ability to take a comprehensive view of the logical
consequences for society ofhis ethical standpoint, and hence his ability to
consider education in the context of ethical,social and political consider-
ations rather than in isolation. Stated simply his ethical andpolitical philoso-
phy is based upon the principle that all men are equally entitled to
happinessand that consequently provision should be made for the happi-
ness of allmen in the idealstate. This ultimate moral principle has the immedi-
ate consequence for education that itsprime object should be to produce
adults who may successfully contribute to the happinessof the whole com-
munity, while themselves enjoying happiness within that community. Thisin
turn leads to the view that the claims of freedom must be subordinated to the
claims ofhappiness..”

In other words, the content and orientation are paramount in education.
But just this is not enough, there is the need for control and leadership. Here
is where the paramountcy of state arises. But the state ultimately implies the
people manning the state.

The challenge of leading a sector like education very well evident when
Bertrand Russell wrote in 1926 On Education: “There must be in the world
many parents who, like the present author, have young children whom they are
anxious to educate as well as possible, but reluctant to expose to the evils of
most existing educational institutions. The difficulties of such parents are not
soluble by any effort on the part of isolated individuals. It is, of course, possible
to bring up children at home by means of governesses and tutors, but this plan
deprives them of the companionship which their nature craves, and without
which some essential elements of education must be lacking. Moreover, it is
extremely bad for a boy or girl to be made to feel ‘odd” and different from other
boys and girls; this feeling, when traced to parents as its cause, is almost
certain to rouse resentment against them, leading to a love of all that they most
dislike. The conscientious parent may be driven by these considerations to
send his boys and girls to schools in which he sees grave defects, merely
because no existing schools seem to him satisfactory — or, if any are satisfac-
tory, they are not in his neighbourhood. Thus the cause of educational reform
is forced upon conscientious parents, not only for the good of the community,
butalso for the good of their own children. Ifthe parents are well-to-do, it is not
necessary to the solution of their private problem that all schools should be
good, but only that there should be some good school geographically avail-
able. But for wage-earning parents nothing suffices except reform in the el-
ementary schools. As one parent will object to the reforms which another
parent desires, nothing will serve except an energetic educational propaganda,
which is not likely to prove effective until long after the reformer’s children are
grown up. Thus from love for our own children we are driven, step by step, into
the wider sphere of politics and philosophy.”

As Harry Brighouse emphasises in his 2006 book On Education: “Schools
are increasingly expected to make up for the failuresof other social institu-
tions. For the first time in history, weexpect schools to educate everyone, not
only those whoseparents were educated themselves. We expect them to do
thisdespite keeping high proportions of children in poverty, anddespite sur-
rounding children, at ever younger ages, with afervently anti-intellectual
popular culture. We expect them todeal with the emotional consequences of
fractured — and evermore complex — family arrangements. Our economy
demandslong working hours from adults, and even when both of achild’s
parents live together, they frequently need to workthose long hours in order
to feel they are keeping up withtheir reference group — and in order to provide
their childrenwith the material goods they expect from watching televisionand
observing their peers. Schools therefore deal with significantnumbers of chil-
dren who do not have a single adult whoselife they share when they leave the
school gates. Our economiesare also complex and wealthy; we expect schools
totrain a labour force that is large and diversely tooled. At thesame time
schools must deal with the demands and interferenceof parents who feel,
reasonably enough, a sense ofentitlement to have a say over what happens to
their childrenin the 15,000 hours or so they spend in school. Politicians,parents,
employers, and even children, are constantly proclaimingon what schools should
be doing.”

‘Well Education Policy should be framed and pursued for there is no alterna-
tive. John Dewey said: “a community or social group sustains itselfthrough
continuous self-renewal, and that this renewaltakes place by means of the
educational growth of theimmature members of the group. By various
agencies,unintentional and designed, a society transforms uninitiatedand seem-
ingly alien beings into robust trustees ofits own resources and ideals. Educa-
tion is thus a fostering,a nurturing, a cultivating, process.”

Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com.
For advertisement kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (0). For time being
readers can reach the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.
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Significance of Sign Language

By: Er. Prabhat Kishore

World isgoing to celebrate “In-
ternational Day of Sign Language”
on 23rd September for the full realiza-
tion of the hearing impaired people.
Sign language is the means of com-
munication through body movement,
specially hand, finger, arm, head and
facial expressions besides particular
symbols developed. This practice is
more older than speech.

Since conventional speaking re-
quires sense of hearing for people to
speak, Sign Language helps hearing
impaired people to communicate with
others as well as among themselves.
This helps in social inclusion of HI
people and leads to a path of their
all-round development with dignity.

The history of Signs is as old as
civilization itself. When there was
no formal language, signs were used
for communication. Initially the baby
and his/her family make connect
with each other through signs. Over
period of time Standard Sign lan-
guages such asAmerican Sign Lan-
guage (ASL), British Sign Language
(BSL), Indian Sign Language
(ISL)etc. have been developed,
which are playing an effective com-
munication tool by HI personnel to
survive in the world.

Sign language is used where
speaking is not possible or difficult.
It can be frustrating for HI people if
they are not able to communicate
properly with the people around them.
Sign language bridges the language
barriers between the Hearing Im-
paired and the speaking people.

Sign language is a naturally
evolved language like other oral lan-
guages and is considered to be the
mother-tounge of the HI people. Like
other spoken languages, sign lan-
guage is also used to convey feel-
ings, thoughts and other information
to the recipients. Sign language in-
terprets to translate the oral language

into visual-manual language to make
HI people to understand the infor-
mation.

According to Census 2011, there
are more than 1.3 million HI people
and more than ten million people hav-
ing hard of hearing in India. As per
the WHO report, by 2050 nearly 2.5
billion persons will have some degree
of hearing loss and at least 700 mil-
lion will have to be hearing rehabili-
tated. Hence, there is need to pro-
mote Sign language in various areas
for the betterment and upliftment of
the HI persons. Once the hearing-able
children learn the Sign language, it
will make them to intermingle with
their HI counterparts which will be
useful in the mainstreaming and in-
clusive education of such students.

Access to information through
sign language is a fundamental right
of the HI people. It is also essential
to provide educational, vocational,
social and personal guidance in sign
languageto HI people.Such
peoplehave to face a lot in the form
of social stigma and discrimination.
The lack of facilities such as unavail-
ability of signage at public places to
challenge in schools and workplaces,

makes their day-to-day life difficult.

The absence of sign language in-
terpreters in schools is an important
barrier in the schooling of HI persons,
which ultimately results in either such
people remain uneducated or they are
forced to drop out. Under Samagra
Shiksha, efforts have been made to
provide proper hearing equipment to
the HI children, so that they could
cope up with the lessons taught and
remain in the mainstream.

Itis the need of the hour that Sign
language be promoted effectivelyin
every walk of life not only forHI
people and persons working for them,
but all those members of the society
and family, where such persons are
living.

The awareness and sensitization
activities will pave the way to change
the mindset of the society as well as
families, which will prove to a mile-
stone in the long runfor
mainstreaming the HI people and
welfare of the country.

(The author is a technocrat &
academician. He holds Master in
Engineering from M.N. Regional
Engineering College, Allahabad/
Prayagraj)

Kashmir gets First Multiplex Cinema after 3 decades

By: Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

Kudos to Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha for
inaugurating the Kashmir valleys the
first multiplex in Sonawar area after the
three-decade wait of the movie buffs
to watch their favourite stars on a big
screen. He has rightly pointed out that
Culture is a way of life and cinema
being the powerful medium of sharing
thoughts and ideas reflects societal
values and change. Cinema brings
people together. Apart from entertain-
ment, it gives hopes, dreams and in-
spiration to youth to pursue their
dreams till they realise it.”The trend

of shooting movies in Jammu and
Kashmir continued well into the 1970’s
and 1980’s too, with its splendid loca-
tion and locales continuing to cast
their magic spell on the
audiences. Several movies have been
shot in this beautiful region blessed
with magnificent scenic splendour,
with film tourism in Jammu and Kash-
mir remaining as popular as ever. Sev-
eral scenes from another famous movie
in 1973, Bobby, was shot in a hut, with
the result it was renamed Bobby Hut.
Kashmir has always been a highly
sought after film location in India, and
has always attracted film makers, pro-
ducers, directors and actors.

Abig applause to Vijay Dhar who
is the son of illustrious Kashmiri poli-
tician late D.P. Dhar who remained piv-
otal to power equations in Jammu
and Kashmir because of his proximity
to both late Prime Ministers — Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi.
The valley had seen nearly a dozen
standalone cinema halls functioning
till the late 1980s, but they had to wind
up businesses after two militant out-
fits threatened the owners.The Farooq

Abdullah-led government in 1996
made efforts to reopen two cinema
halls, Broadway and Neelam, but they
failed to survive due to poor
patronage. Kashmir has been receiv-
ing good response from film makers
since the opening of tourism here in
addition to the regional entertainment
houses for shooting song sequences
and commercial advertisements.”
Vikas Dhar has rightly said that “Alot
of world cinema is bereft of good sto-
ries. We have phenomenal stories to
tell from Kashmir. This should inspire
youth to tell their own stories.
Kashmir has had a special connec-
tion with the cinema world, shooting
of' movies in picturesque background
of Kashmir. Some of the most roman-
tic and evergreen songs were
picturized in the snow-clad hills and
lush green locales of Jammu and Kash-
mir. In 1961, Shammi Kapoor romanced
Saira Banu in the snow-capped moun-
tains in Srinagar as he sang “Chahe
koi Mujhe junglee kahe”. He immor-
talized the ‘Shikara’ on the Dal Lake in
the song “Tareef Karun kya uski” as
he wooed a beautiful Sharmila Tagore

in Kashmir KiKali (1964). Filmmakers,
mainly from Bollywood and
Tollywood, are making a beeline for
shooting in the scenic splendour of
locales of Jammu and Kashmir espe-
cially after the recent launch of the
Union Territory’s maiden film policy
by Lieutenant Governor, Manoj
Sinha. Top cinematographer and film-
maker, Ravi Varman, who had shotin
Kashmir for the film Kaattru Veliyidai
said that “Kashmir is one of the most
beautiful places in our country.
Kashmiris are very friendly and they
are like south Indians a lot.”

There is no doubt that the initia-
tive taken by government will bring
back the lost glory of the valley
through benefits to the local artists,
including dancers, fashion designers,
actors, choreographers, cinematogra-
phers, sound recordists, set design-
ers and others. Jammu and Kashmir
was the most preferred among the
other film tourism destinations in the
past few decades, and even today,
continues to remain a favourite, at-
tracting filmmakers from all over India
and across the globe.

Confluence of Subjects in Higher Education

By: Vijay GarG

The integrated model brings to-
gether knowledge of multiple disci-
plines and different methods of re-
search in a single curriculum. Gradu-
ates of STEM courses should be edu-
cated about social health protection
and have increased awareness of vari-
ous cultural, socio-environmental and
economic contexts for the potential for
creative solutions. Only an integrated
approach in higher education can make
possible intellectual engagement,
policy-based solutions and dynamism.

Academic structure around the
world Driven by market values,
privatization of higher education and
utilitarianism. Graduates from this aca-
demic environment are expected to be-
come part of the working population in
ashort span of time. There is a general
perception that there are fewer busi-
ness opportunities for arts and social
science graduates than for STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering and
math) or commerce.

The Covid pandemic has further
strengthened this perception. As a re-
sult the resources of the arts and hu-
manities faculties have been drastically
cut. on a global scale Many programs
and courses related to arts and humani-
ties have also been closed. What
should happen is that there should be
abalance between technology and the
arts and the humanities. It is worth not-
ing in this context that the National
Academy of Engineering in the US has
identified major global challenges in a
report, ‘Grand Challenges for Engineer-
ing’.

The American Society of Mechani-
cal Engineers Strategy Vision 2030 and
the National Academy of Sciences also
recommend that solutions to societal
challenges look beyond technical
knowledge should go. Several other
studies in different contexts have also
reached the same conclusion. The pan-
demic has taught us that the solution
to the world’s gravest problems lies in
the continued cooperation of all disci-
plines. We not only need subjects re-
lated to arts, sociology and humani-
ties, but their inclusion in engineering
and STEM degree courses is equally
essential.

The engineering curriculum in
higher education has focused so much
on technical education that subjects
with human values such as arts and
sociology There is an indifference to-
wards him. Usually engineering stu-
dents study some subjects from the
list of approved courses in arts and

humanities only to meet the require-
ments of education, which have no re-
lation with each other. In countries like
the US, 15-20 percent of the curriculum
for a bachelor’s degree in engineering
is related to the arts and humanities.

Atthe same time, about 10 percent
of the courses for bachelor’s degree in
Indian Institute of Technology ie IIT
are related to arts and humanities. Na-
tional technology in institutes it is less
than three percent, whereas in many
engineering colleges in different states,
arts and humanities courses are not
available at all. There can be some ex-
ceptions. Huge progress has been
made in the technical field in the last
few decades.

In this dynamic, evolving environ-
ment, there is a special need for the
graduates to be able to communicate
their ideas clearly, to solve unexpected
problems or to work well in a group to
enable them to be present and future.
from such an education in which to-
morrow Thoughtfully integrated into
the engineering curriculum, education
and humanities courses enhance the
capacity for critical review, the ability
to interact, the ability to work together,
and the potential for lifelong learning.
Hence, we need education beyond
technical training to graduates to meet
the challenges of the future, which in-
tegrates various disciplines like arts,
humanities, sciences, social sciences,
engineering and mathematics. This in-
tegrated model of education provides
a wide range of knowledge and re-

search across multiple disciplines in a
single curriculum.

Brings together ways where stu-
dents canunderstand the interrelation-
ship between these disciplines and
enrich their learning by successful use
and experimentation. Ability to recog-
nize ethical and professional responsi-
bilities and make informed decisions in
challenging situations. Also be able to
provide appropriate engineering solu-
tions considering their impact in glo-
bal economic, environmental and so-
cial contexts. Some research indicates
that the integration of the arts, humani-
ties, and engineering into higher edu-
cation has a positive impact.

A results have been found. It de-
velops a number of skills such as criti-
cal thinking process, ethical decision
making, problem-solving and mutual
cooperation, which increase employ-
ability. This integrated approach also
enhances the participation of women
and marginalized sections as a so-
cial-reform tool. Graduates of STEM
courses must be educated about so-
cial health, safety and have increased
awareness of various cultural, social,
environmental and economic contexts
to have the potential for creative so-
lutions. High only an integrated ap-
proach to education can make pos-
sible intellectual engagement, policy-
based solutions and dynamism. The
integrated curriculum calls for a fresh-
minded global initiative, in which in-
stitutions and academia will have to
come forward.
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Neiphiu Rio hopes latest rounds of Naga
peace talks will bring positive results

Agency
Dimapur, Sept 23:

‘Welcoming the resumption
of Naga peace talks, Nagaland
chief minister Neiphiu Rio ex-
pressed hope that this latest
round of talks will bear posi-
tive results.

Participating in a special
discussion on the Naga politi-
cal issue on the last day of the
two-day 12th session of the
13th Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly on Thursday, Rio ap-
pealed to the Naga negotiat-
ing parties and the Centre to
address the contentious is-
sues and undertake discus-
sions on the competencies so
that the talks can be expedited
and a solution can be reached
at the earliest possible.

He affirmed that the
Nagaland Assembly is united
in “our common aspiration” for
achieving lasting peace. “As

facilitators, we will continue to
put forward our best efforts
within the given possibilities
for a final solution and genu-
ine peace,” he said.

He said the present state
government formed an oppo-
sition-less United Democratic
Alliance (UDA) government
with the singular motive to fa-
cilitate the peace process so
that the aspiration of achiev-
ing genuine peace through a
negotiated political solution
that is honourable, acceptable
and inclusive is achieved.

Rio reiterated appreciation
to the signatories of the Frame-
work Agreement and the
Agreed Position for exhibiting
sincere commitment in “our
collective efforts” to resolve
the decades-old political im-
broglio.

He added that the ruling
dispensation and the political
parties in the UDA have made

it clear in their respective mani-
festoes to pave the way in the
event of a solution that is
honourable, acceptable and
inclusive.

He said there is an over-
whelming cry for a final solu-
tion amongst all sections ofthe
people.

“The present ceasefire and
talks have been going on for
more than two decades, and
we feel that it is more than
enough time for all sides to
understand and appreciate
each other in a manner that we
are able to reach the desired
conclusion by achieving a
settlement,” he said.

According to Rio, a politi-
cal issue that has stretched for
several decades and involves
the longest standing insur-
gency in the entire region
needs a mature approach.

Noting that the Nagas
have been impacted for de-

cades by the political conflict
and the unresolved Indo-Naga
political issue, he said the lead-
ers of today’s Naga society
cannot afford to let the present
and future generations inherit
the continuation of conflict
and violence.

The CM concluded by
making the appeal of the house
to all the sections of the Naga
society and to the negotiating
parties ofthe political dialogue
to rise above “all else”, so that
“we work in unison for the
common good of all Nagas”.

“Let us unite as one Naga
family and let us all put our best
possible efforts towards
achieving a solution that is
honourable, inclusive and ac-
ceptable, and thereby begin a
new era of peace, progress and
development, wherein Nagas
increase our contributions to-
wards the forward march of
this great nation,” he added.

Active Covid cases in country decline to 45,281

Agency
New Delhi, Sept 23:

With 5,383 new
coronavirus infections being
reported in a day, India’s total
tally of COVID-19 cases rose
104,45,58,425, while the active
cases declined to 45,281, ac-
cording to the Union Health
Ministry data updated on Fri-
day.

The death toll climbed to
5,28,449 with 20 fatalities
which include eight deaths
reconciled by Kerala, the data

updated at 8 am stated.

The active cases comprise
0.10 percent of the total infec-
tions, while the national
COVID-19 recovery rate in-
creased to 98.71 percent, the
ministry said.

A decline of 1,061 cases
has been recorded in the ac-
tive COVID-19 caseload in a
span of 24 hours.

The daily positivity rate
was recorded at 1.68 percent
while weekly positivity rate
was recorded at 1.70 percent,
according to the ministry.

The number of people who
have recuperated from the dis-
ease surged to 4,39,84,695,
while the case fatality rate was
recorded at 1.19 percent.

According to the ministry,
217.26 crore doses of Covid vac-
cine have been administered in
the country so far under the na-
tionwide vaccination drive.

India’s COVID-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on
August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on
August 23,40 lakh on Septem-
ber 5 and 50 lakh on Septem-
ber 16. It went past 60 lakh on

September 28, 70 lakh on Oc-
tober 11, crossed 80 lakh on
October 29, 90 lakh on Novem-
ber 20 and surpassed the one-
crore mark on December 19.

The country crossed the
grim milestone of two crore on
May 4 and three crore on June
23 last year. It crossed the four-
crore mark on January 25 this
year.

The 12 fatalities reported in
the last 24 hours include three
from Maharashtra and one
each from Chhattisgarh, Goa
and Gujarat.

Two Diving Support Vessels of the

Indian Navy
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The Diving Support Vessel Nistar at HSL, Visakhapatnam. (Inset: CNS Admiral R Hari Kumar).

By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Sept 23

Two Diving Support Vessels
(DSV)-Nistar and Nipun, being
built by Hindustan Shipyard Ltd
(HSL), located at Visakhapatnam
in Andhra Pradesh were
launched by Kala Hari Kumar,
in presence of Admiral R Hari
Kumar, Chief of the Naval
StafflCNS), who presided the
ceremony as Chief Guest, on
Thursday.

Kala Hari Kumar, President
of the Navy Wives Welfare As-
sociation (NWWA) performed
the traditional honour and
named these ships. The ships
received a thunderous cheer
from a jubilant gathering as they
embraced the welcoming waters
of the Bay of Bengal.

Vice Admiral RB Pandit,
Commanding-in-Chief; Strategic
Forces Command, Vice Admiral
Dasgupta, Flag Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief, Eastern Naval
Command, Vice Admiral Kiran
Deshmukh, Controller Warship
Production and Acquisition, and
other senior officers from the

Indian Navy and Ministry of
Defence and others attended the
launching ceremony.

Indigenously designed and
built at HSL, these ships are a
true testimonial to
‘Aatmanirbharta’ (self-reliance).
They are self-sustaining plat-
forms that can operate at sea for
prolonged durations, an Indian
Navy statement said.

DSVs equipped with an ar-
ray of complex Diving Support
systems and Deep Submer-
gence Rescue Vessel (DSRV) will
be deployed for deep sea div-
ing and submarine rescue opera-
tions. Furthermore, the ships
will be capable of conducting
Search and Rescue operations
and carrying out Helicopter Op-
erations at sea.

This project is being ex-
ecuted with support from the
Indian industry primarily
MSME firms who have supplied
Yard material, equipment, and
services. The shipyard is exten-
sively using the Government e-
Market (GeM) portal for procur-
ing material and services for
the project. More than 120

MSME vendors across India
have actively participated in the
Project.

“Nistar” and “Nipun” were
launched by achieving approx
80% indigenous content, a ma-
jor step towards ‘Self Reliance’.
DSV project has generated lo-
cal employment opportunities
and promoted indigenization
which will boost India’s
economy.

Addressing the gathering,
CNS Hari Kumar said that these
sophisticated and key platforms,
once commissioned, will serve
as INS Nipun and INS Nistar.
They would not only herald a
new era in our deep ocean div-
ing operations but also enhance
the Indian Navy’s stature as a
credible force & First Re-
sponder to undertake critical
operations such as submarine
rescue operations in the Indian
Ocean Region.

“ 1 want to particularly
complement HSL for remaining
aprofitable Shipyard since 2016.
Completion of projects on time
or even ahead of time has been
a notable achievement of the

launced

HSL”, Hari Kumar stated.

In its previous avatar as a
Submarine Rescue Vessel, “INS
Nistar” was commissioned in
1971 and played an instrumen-
tal role in conducting diving
operations on the Pakistan Navy
submarine, “Ghazi”, which sank
outside  Vishakhapatnam
harbour during the 1971 Indo-
Pak war.

The induction of these ver-
satile ships will not only boost
our Search and Rescue capabili-
ties but also serve as a power-
ful tool in support of India’s
Deep Ocean Mission. The
niche capabilities offered by
these platforms reassure our
stature as the ‘First Responder”
to partners and Friendly For-
eign Countries across Indian
Ocean Region and are aligned
with the Prime Minister’s vision
of SAGAR — Security And
Growth for All in the Region,
Hari Kumar said..

The major recipient of the
Navy’s capital budget invest-
ment is Indian shipyards. Ofthe
45 ships and submarines pres-
ently under construction, 43 are
being built at shipyards across
the country. In addition to di-
rect economic ‘plow-back’,
these indigenous shipbuilding
projects also act as a catalyst
for significant employment gen-
eration and skill development,
since a sizable number of people
getemploymentalso outside the
shipyard.

Approximately 80% of the
DSV project’s equipment is in-
digenously sourced from more
than 120 MSME:s across India.
This is another step towards the
Navy becoming 100%
AatmaNirbhar (Self-dependant)
by 2047 —an aim we have set for
ourselves, Hari Kumar sated.
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Stones thrown, petrol bomb
hurled in Kerala as PFI
stages hartal after arrest of

>

Agency
Thiruvananthapuram, Sept

Sporadic incidents of vio-
lence were reported in various
parts of Kerala as the dawn-
to-dusk hartal called by radi-
cal Islamic outfit Popular Front
of India (PFI) was underway
in the southern state on Fri-
day.

The hartal was called by
the PFI to protest against the
raids in the offices and resi-
dences of its leaders and their
subsequent arrests on Thurs-
day by the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) and other
agencies for allegedly sup-
porting terror activities in the
country.

Stones were pelted at
Kerala State Road Transport
Corporation buses (KSRTC) in
various districts including
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam,
Kozhikode, Wayanad, and
Alappuzha.

Local media reported that
a petrol bomb was hurled at a
vehicle which was carrying
newspapers for distribution at
Narayanpara in Kannur in the

morning.

In Alappuzha, KSRTC
buses, a tanker lorry and some
other vehicles got damaged in
the stone pelting allegedly by
those supporting the hartal
call.

A 15-year-old girl and an
auto-rickshaw driver suffered
minor injuries in the stone pelt-
ing allegedly by PFI activists
in Kozhikode and Kannur re-
spectively.

Meanwhile, Kerala police
beefed up security in the state
and issued directions to the
district police chiefs to ensure
law and order after the PFI
called for a day-long state-wide
hartal.

A statement issued by the
police said stern action will be
taken against those who vio-
late the law.

“All the policemen in the
state will be deployed for the
maintenance oflaw and order,”
the statement said.

The PFI on Thursday had
said a hartal will be observed
in the state today “against the
RSS-controlled fascist
government’s attempt to si-
lence dissenting voices using

106 members

the central agencies”.

The hartal would be held
from 6 AM to 6 PM, A Abdul
Sathar, state general secre-
tary, PFI, had said in the state-
ment.

On Thursday, PFI workers
had taken out marches to the
places where raids were carried
out and raised slogans against
the Centre and its investigat-
ing agencies. However, central
forces were already deployed
in all such places as part of
strengthening the security.

Multi-agency teams spear-
headed by the NIA had ar-
rested 106 functionaries of the
PFI on Thursday in near simul-
taneous raids at 93 locations
in 15 states for allegedly sup-
porting terror activities in the
country.

Kerala, where PFI has some
strong pockets, accounted for
the maximum number of 22 ar-
rests, officials said.

PFI state president C P
Mohammed Basheer, national
chairman O M A Salam, na-
tional secretary Nasaruddin
Elamaram, former chairman E
Abubacker and others were
among those arrested.

Mizoram CM Zoramthanga
discusses Myanmar refugee

Agency
Aizawl, Sept 23:

Mizoram Chief Minister
Zoramthanga on Thursday
called on Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah in Delhi over the
Myanmar political crisis and
influx of refugees from the
neighbouring country.

“I have met Union Home
Minister on Thursday and dis-
cussed with him the Myanmar
political crisis and refugees
from the neighbouring coun-
try,” the Chief Minister said
on his official Instagram
handle.

He said that the Union
Minister also took stock of the
situation in Myanmar and the
Myanmar refugees in India.

Official sources said that
over 30,000 Myanmar nation-
als have taken shelter in dif-
ferent parts of Mizoram since
the military junta seized power
in the neighbouring country in
February last year.

The refugees mostly from
Chin state are lodging at relief
camps, while some others rented
houses and also live with their
local relatives.

Theyare being provided with
food and other reliefs by the gov-
ernment, NGOs, churches and
village authorities.

issue with HM Amit Shah

Zoramthang also said that
the Union Minister would visit

Mizoram in November to open
the Assam Rifles base at
Zokhawsang, about 15 km
from Aizawl.

“I ask the Union Minister
to visit Mizoram to inaugurate
Assam Rifles headquarters at
Zokhawsang. Although he
agreed to myrequest, he is yet
to fix the date,” Zoramthanga

said.

The Mizo National Front
(MNF) government led by
Zoramthanga has been de-
manding the relocation of the
Assam Rifles base from the
heart of Aizawl to
Zokhawsang.

Zoramthanga, who is cur-
rently in the national capital,
will leave for Mizoram on Sat-
urday, official sources said.

Certificate Lost N

September 2022.

undersigned.

I have lost my original certificate issued by Board of
Secondary Education, Manipur, bearing Roll No. 13963 of 1980
on the way between RIMS and Langol Game Village on 20th of

Finders are requested to hand over the same to the
Lairenmayum Manjubala Devi

Game village-Zone IV, Langol, Quarter No. B3
Mobile No. 9366856165 )

Sd/-




Imphal Times

PM inaugurates the National Conference of
Environment Ministers of all States

PIB
New Delhi, Sept 23:

The Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi inaugurated
the National Conference of
Environment Ministers in Ekta
Nagar, Gujarat via video
conferencing today.

Addressing the gathering,
the Prime Minister welcomed
one and all to Ekta Nagar and
the National Conference of
Environment Ministers. The
Prime Minister highlighted that
the conference is being held
when India is setting new goals
for the next 25 years. Talking
about the significance, the
Prime Minister said that the
holistic development of Ekta
Nagar is a prime example of an
environmental pilgrimage
when it comes to forests, wa-
ter conservation, tourism and
our tribal brothers and sisters.

Giving examples of the In-
ternational Solar Alliance, Coa-
lition for Disaster Resilient In-
frastructure, and LiFE move-
ment, the Prime Minister re-
marked that India is not just
taking huge strides in the field
of renewable energy, but also
guiding other nations of the
world. The Prime Minister said,
“Today’s new India is moving
ahead with new thinking, new
approach.” The Prime Minis-
ter further went on to add that
India is a rapidly developing
economy, and it is continu-
ously strengthening its ecol-
ogy as well. “Our forest cover
has increased and wetlands are
also expanding rapidly”, he
added.

The Prime Minister re-
marked that today the world
is joining India because of its
track record of fulfilling its
commitments. “Gir lions, ti-
gers, elephants, one-horned
rhinos and leopards have in-
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creased in numbers over the
years. New excitement has re-
turned from the homecoming
of Cheetah in Madhya
Pradesh a few days ago”, the
Prime Minister added.
Drawing everyone’s atten-
tion to the net zero target for
the year 2070, the Prime Min-
ister said that the focus of the
country is on green growth and
green jobs. He stressed the
need to maintain equilibrium
with nature. He also high-
lighted the role of the environ-
ment ministries of the states in
achieving these goals. The
Prime Minister said, “I urge all
environment ministers to pro-
mote a circular economy as
much as possible in the
states.” Modi supplemented
his statement by mentioning
that it will significantly
strengthen the Solid Waste
Management campaign and
will free us from the clutches
of single use plastic.
Continuing with the role of
the environment ministries, the
Prime Minister said that this
role should not be seen in a
restricted manner. He lamented
the fact that for a long time the
Environment Ministries got
shaped more as a regulator.
However, the Prime Minister
said, “I think that the role of

the Environment Ministry is
more as a promoter of the en-
vironment rather than as a
regulator.” He asked the states
to own the measures like Ve-
hicle Scrapping policy, and
biofuel measures like ethanol
blending and strengthen them
on the ground. He asked for
healthy competition as well as
collaboration among the states
to promote these measures.
Throwing light on the
groundwater issues, the Prime
Minister said that the states
with abundant water are also
facing water shortages nowa-

days. The Prime Minister re-
marked that the challenges and
measures like chemical-free
natural farming, Amrit Sarovar
and water security, are not lim-
ited to the individual depart-
ments and the environment
department will also have to
consider these as an equally
pressing challenge. “It is criti-
cal to work with a participative
and integrated approach by
the environment ministries.
When the vision of the envi-
ronment ministries changes, I
am sure, nature will also be
benefitted.”

Foundation day
celebration held

IT News
Imphal, Sept 23:

The 9th Foundation day
celebration of
SHEISHAKKOL- Bedabati
Khunung Eshei Sheidamshang
is held today at Heirangoithong
Community Hall.

Laishram Yaiskul Singh,
Principal Leishemba Maheikol
preside this function and Ajit
Das, Chairman, Ranganiketan
present this function as Chief
Guest and Khumanthem

Sundari Devi, President,
Kanglei Sheishaklon
Shindamshang Guest Faculty,
MUC, Manipur State Kala
Awardee joined this founda-
tion day celebration as Guest
of Honour.

Guest of Honour this Func-
tion, Khumanthem Sundari
Devi said that there is need to
develop many institution for
Khunung Eshei because it
bring our Khunung Eshei in
special position in today soci-
ety.

Roger Federer ahead of Last Match at
Laver Cup: Tennis will withstand big-

name re-
tire-
ments

Agency
London, Sept 23:

Roger Federer was paying
attention right along with ev-
erybody else when Serena Wil-
liams played what is expected
to be her last match three weeks
ago at the US Open.

“Not surprised. Just very
similar to me, in many ways. We
were expecting it to come at
some point,” Federer told The
Associated Press. “You don’t
ever want players like Serena
to ever retire. ... I just thought,
‘What a great career.””

He recognizes that their
back-to-back exits after about
a quarter-century each in ten-
nis — he is 41 and leaves with
20 Grand Slam titles and she
turns 41 on Monday and has
23 major singles champion-
ships — will spur some fans to
move on from the sport.

Federer insists, though,
that plenty will stick around.

“I mean, look, it’s going to
leave some fans with not the
same taste for the game. We
might lose some, because they

say, ‘OK, well that chapter for
me closes, and I’ll move on to
another sport or another ath-
lete,”” Federer said in an inter-
view Wednesday at the Laver
Cup, where the final match of
his stellar career will be in
doubles alongside rival Rafael
Nadal for Team Europe on Fri-
day night.

“And some will stay with
the game forever, because ten-
nis is just a sport (that), once
you’re in it, you’re normally in
it. That’s why I don’t believe a
lot of people will leave,” he
continued. “But they will not
maybe wake up at 3 in the morn-
ing anymore for the Australian
Open. Or they might not use
their vacation time to go travel
to a place. Maybe they say for
afew years, ‘OK, let me go with
a friend of mine and do a good

)
M/ ¢
adventure trip somewhere,” un-
til they find their way back in.”

He and Williams — along
with Nadal, a 36-year-old who
has a men’s-record 22 Slam
titles, and Novak Djokovic, a
35-year-old with 21 titles —
helped create a golden era in
the sport, drawing new view-
ers and inspiring new players.

“Serena and Roger prob-
ably have more fans than any-
body in tennis,” said Taylor
Fritz, a 24-year-old Californian
who is the highest-ranked
American man atNo. 12 and a
part of Team World in London.
“It’s tough to replace two
people as iconic as them, but |
still think there is a lot of excit-
ing times ahead.”

Still, what happens after
they leave?

“These two players are ir-

replaceable. I don’t think there
is any question about that,”
said John McEnroe, who won
seven major trophies from 1979
to 1984. He added this caveat:
“The sport goes on, no matter
what, and we have witnessed
that in every sport over time.”

Which is why Federer is
among those optimistic about
the future.

“I’m abig believer, always,
that tennis is bigger than any-
body,” he said, “and it will al-
ways create new superstars.”

Federer thinks highlight-
reel shots that make their way
around on social media can
help. So can the telling of each
new top player’s “captivating
story.”

McEnroe mentioned the
sport’s need to do better mar-
keting of fresh faces.

Someone Federer believes
could fit the “superstar” cat-
egory is Carlos Alcaraz, the 19-
year-old from Spain who won
the U.S. Open and became the
youngest man at No. 1 in the
history ofthe ATP computerized
rankings, which date to 1973.

Federer watched—on TV
— some of Alcaraz’s epic
quarterfinal in Flushing Mead-
ows against Jannik Sinner, a
21-year-old from Italy. It lasted
5 hours, 15 minutes, ending at
2:50 a.m. in New York — that’s
8:50 a.m. in Federer’s home
country of Switzerland, so the
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CM launches 1st Batch Trainees...

N. Biren further stated that
the Government is planning to
establish a beer factory in the
State using locally produced
raw ingredients like pineapple
and ginger. He continued that
as people from outside the
State are becoming fond of our
horticulture products, our local
brews could be exported out-
side. This would also encour-
age those people who had ear-
lier carried poppy plantations
to replace it with alternative
crops like pineapple and gin-
ger. The Chief Minister also in-
formed that there would be cer-
tain regulations on sale of liquor
regarding place of sale, age
regulation etc.

Expressing that the State
Government has taken the step
not only for earning revenue
but also considering the health
of people, he informed that the
Government is drafting a rule
in this regard and sought sug-
gestions from Civil Society
Organisations and experts.

The Chief Minister also in-
formed that the State Govern-
ment had completed recruit-
ment and announcement of the
result of 4,500 posts of Govern-
ment services in the last five
years out of 12,500 vacant
posts of various Departments
of the State. Results for around
5,500 posts are yet to be an-
nounced. The Government is
working to fill various other
vacant posts, he added.

N. Biren expressed happi-
ness on learning that staff ap-
pointed for functioning of the
State Institute of Hotel Man-

agement are from the State it-
self and that students from dif-
ferent parts of the State are pur-
suing the course. Wishing all the
students in their future
endeavours, he appealed to the
youths to work for the service of
the State adding that the future
of Manipur lies with the youths.

Chairman, Tourism Corpora-
tion of Manipur Ltd. Karam
Shyam stated that youths should
take a bigger role in taking the
State towards development. Stat-
ing that tourism sectors hold a
crucial stake in development, he
urged youths to showcase beau-
tiful places of the State harness-
ing the advanced technology.

Mentioning that improved
law and order is important for
development of the tourism sec-
tor in the State, Karam Shyam
added that Manipur Tourism will
take a key role in shaping the
youths of the State. He also ap-
pealed to the public to share only
valuable knowledge and informa-
tion about the State to attract
more tourists.

Chief Secretary Dr. Rajesh
Kumar, while delivering the key-
note address, stated that the day
was historic in the State so far
as skilling and employment is
concerned as two important
sectors including Tourism and
Information Technology had
come together in the
programme. This shows that the
State was serious in harness-
ing the potentials of skill, IT
manpower and people in hos-
pitality industries, he added.

He continued that the State
Institute of Hotel Management

has 60 seats for Degree Course
and can go up to 240 students
for Diploma Course per Year.
The institute will give the
much-needed platform for get-
ting good job opportunities, he
added. He was also hopeful
that the institute would provide
trained manpower for the do-
mestic tourism industry within
the State. He informed that the
State Government is taking up
an ambitious ADB funded
Loktak Mega Eco-Tourism
Project and the project would
most likely be sanctioned by
May next year. With this, the
State will have a world class
eco-tourism destination, he
added.

During the programme, a
video on State Institute of Ho-
tel Management (SIHM) and a
testimonial video of ITES stu-
dents sponsored by the De-
partment of Information &
Technology, Government of
Manipur were shown. The
Chief Minister also distributed
study materials to SIHM stu-
dents.

Later, N. Biren Singh had a
virtual interaction with ITES
students in Jaipur and
Guwahati.

Health Minister Dr. Sapam
Ranjan, Education Minister
Thounaojam Basanta Kumar,
Transport Minister Khashim
Vashum, Administrative Secre-
taries, officials of Department
of Tourism, Department of In-
formation & Technology, stu-
dents and staff of SIHM also
attended the programme among
others.

3rd District Hill Leaders’ Day...

Public Welfare Services in-
cluding enrollment of
Aadhaar, Health & Ration
cards by SDO/OSC/CDPO,
distribution of saplings & ca-
reer guidance by Forest Dept.,
inauguration of School Nutri-
tion Garden at Parbung Hr.
Sec. School under ZEO, War
on Drugs 2.0 campaign by
Police Department, awareness
campaign to students on do-
mestic violence by OSC, Fi-
nancial Literacy & Social Se-
curity Schemes campaign by

LDM/DSC, vaccination of
livestock by Vety Dept. and
water-testing together with
organizing village-wide social
cleanliness drive by PHED are
some of the highlight of
today’s event. Besides pro-
viding other healthcare re-
lated services as well as onsite
enrollment of PMJAY/CMHT,
the CMO Teams administered
Covid vaccinations on the
spot.

Seventeen stalls of differ-
ent departments were opened

to meet the demand of the
public.

Mentioned may be made
that District Hill Leaders’ Day
& Meeyamgi Numit will be held
every 4th Friday for Pherzawl
district whereas if the 4th Fri-
day falls on a general holiday
then it will be held on the 4th
Thursday of the month. The
outreach programme of the
State Govt. is to bring about
transparency and efficiency in
the implementation of various
welfare schemes.

Ayushman Bharat Diwas observed

At Churachandpur,
Ayushman Bharat Diwas, 2022
(celebration of 4 years of AB-
PMIJAY) was held today at DTC
Hall, Tuibong. The event is or-
ganized by the District Admin-
istration, Churachandpur.

Speaking on the occasion
as the Chief Guest, Sarath
Chandra Arroju, Deputy Com-
missioner of the district con-
gratulated the achievements of
the district regarding Ayushman
Bharat. Stating that PMJAY pro-
vides health cover up to Rs. 5
lakh per family per year for sec-
ondary and tertiary hospitaliza-
tion, the entitlement base
scheme covers poor and vulner-
able families based on depriva-
tion and occupational criteria as
per the SECC database, he
added. Acknowledging the
achievement of the medical de-
partment, the DC urged the
people for their support in the
implementation of the scheme
for maximum benefit.

PMIJAY provides cashless
and paperless access to ser-
vices for the beneficiary at the
point of service in any (both
public and private) empanelled
hospitals across India. In
other words, a beneficiary from
one State can avail of benefits

from an empanelled Hospital
anywhere in the Country.

Chief Medical Officer of the
district Dr. Kim Simte stated that
8059 persons have benefited
from the scheme in the district
which translated to Rs.
10,19,86,830.00. Churachandpur
and Pherzawl district together
has 2,05,434 eligible beneficia-
ries out of which 70,144 benefi-
ciaries have been verified and
1,35,290 are yet to be verified.
The verified percentage of the
two districts stands at 34%
she added.

Distribution of prizes and
certificates to winners of dis-
trict-level painting and slogan
writing competition held yes-
terday, sharing of successful
stories and taking of pledge in
support of Ayushman Bharat
marked the observation.

S. Khaikhopau Ngaihte,
ADC and District Nodal Of-
ficer, CMHT/PMIJAY,
Churachandpur, Yumnam
Nelson, ADC, DLOs from dif-
ferent departments, CMHT/
PMIJAY beneficiaries, stu-
dents and medical staffs at-
tended the event.

In another development,
Free Health & Awareness
Camp with Dr. Rajukumar

Prakash, MS Mch (Surgical On-
cology) will be organized by
Narayana Superspecialty Hospi-
tal, Guwahati on27th & 28th Sep-
tember, 2022 at Palliative Care
Unit, District Hospital. Dr.
Kimngaihching Simte, CMO
urged any type of known Can-
cer patients who are recently di-
agnosed or are undergoing can-
certreatment to attend the health
camp and avail the service.

Ayushman Bharat Diwas
Celebration to mark the 4th
year anniversary of Ayashman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY)
was celebrated at Jubilee Stan-
dard School, Parbung. A dis-
trict level slogan writing &
Painting competition on the
theme “Health Care System
vis-a-vis Covid 19 Pandemic”
was organised. A short video
clips of 5 Beneficiary Success
Stories was also screen during
the event.

Altogether 56 students
from three different schools
took part in the event. The
competition was categorized to
Junior (Class V-VII) and Inter-
mediate (Class VIII-X). The
District  Administration
awarded cash incentives and
certificates to the winners.
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